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Our Annual June
Obedience Trial attracted

183 entries.  

As the pictures inside
show, you can’t predict
who will win - age, size,

experience or good
looks?

The highest winner on
the day was a rescue dog

from the pound. 

Enthusiasm, a willingness
to have a go and to enjoy

yourself on the day are
what counted. 

The September Trial is
coming up - will you have

a go?  Talk to your
instructor and get

trialling.
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June Obedience Trial
Sometimes we sit ...

The Club’s postal address is
BKTC Secretary
10 Mema Place
Quakers Hill 2763

Our website is www.bktc.org.au

Editor Ngaire Chant
36 Craiglands Ave Gordon 2072   

tel 9418 2282 or 0414 555 884  
fax 9499 8092      
email ngaire@acrobatprint.com.au

The due date for material for the next edition of the Bark is Friday 24 September 2010.
Send your contributions to the Editor or hand it in to Jan, Ian, Rika or Sylvia at the canteen on training nights.

Advertise in The Bark Reasonable rates to all members.
Full page $20 (Includes one scan of your Logo or a photo)
Half page $15 (Includes one scanned Photo)
Business card size $10
Additional scans Add $5 for each additional scan or email a PDF or JPG file

2009-2010 COMMITTEE & OFFICE BEARERS
Club Officials President Ron Probert 9622 1783

Vice Presidents Ian Olsen, Peter Guenther 4572 5775
Secretary Marianne Read 4987 4636
Assistant Secretary Position Vacant
Treasurer Kevin Speed
Chief Instructor Jan Baker
Deputy Chief Instructor Steve Thompson
Ground Supervisor Colin Geddes
Ground Secretary Jan Probert 9622 1783
Publicity Officer Jan Baker

Committee Linda Olsen, Betty Stepkovitch, Len Mills, Sheila Mills, Tony Saunders
Lyn Mansfield, Lyn Speed, Barbara McKittrick, Sylvia Clark
Show Secretary Lyn Mansfield 9624 7776
Trial Secretary Jan Probert 9622 1783

Club Patrons Paul Gibson, John Aquilina, Leo Kelly
Life Members Clr. R. Dickens, G. Petra, S. Rose, Ron Probert, Jan Probert, Ian Olsen, Peter Guenther

Instructors Some of the Club’s instructors at a recent
Instructors’ Meeting.
left to right back row: Sharon, Sarah, Adele,
Steve, Denise,Ron and Jan (Chief Instructor)
Front: Alex, Sandra



THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of Blacktown Kennel & Training Club Inc. will be held on
Wednesday 1 September 2010 starting at 8.00 pm
In the Club’s Meeting Room at Owen Street, Glendenning.

This is when we elect and the Office Bearers and Committee for
2010/2011.

All members are invited to attend and enjoy a coffee and chat after
the meeting.

A plate of goodies is always appreciated.

Got any thoughts about how
we can make our Club better?
Drop a note in the box at the
Canteen or tell the guys there
what you think! All
suggestions are welcome! 
(well ... almost all)

SUGGESTION
BOX

PRESIDENT’S REPORT      

I would like to thank all the members who turned up to help at our recent
Obedience Trial held on the 20th June, 2010.l  The feed back from the
judges and competitors was really great with everyone saying how helpful
our members had been and how wonderful their day was at Blacktown.

I would like to thank our Publicity Officer, Jan Baker for all her hard work
in publishing the Blacktown Bark. Jan is stepping down from this position
to put more time into instructing and helping instructors on Tuesday
nights, in her capacity as Chief Instructor.  Ngaire Chant has kindly offered
to take over the Publicity Officer’s position and I wish her all the best in
the future. Members will see Ngaire on the grounds with her lovely Collies
and off course, her camera, to take photos for our club magazine.

If members have any information to give Ngaire, please see her 
on the grounds or email Ngaire information on ngaire@acrobatprint.com.au 

I would also like to warn members not to let their dogs off lead on our training grounds unless
being instructed to do so by your Instructor.  Any member who lets their dog off lead during our
training session without permission will be asked to leave the grounds.  

Also, it has been brought to my attention that members are leaving classes and not excusing
themselves. Our policy is, that if you want to leave a class, please have the courtesy to ask your
instructor before walking out of class.

Regards, Ron Probert



June Obedience Trial Sometimes we fly ...

6 July New Members Night 
7 July Committee Meeting
24 July Inter-Club Challenge
3 August New Members Night
4 August General Meeting
1 September Annual General Meeting
7 September New Members Night
18 September Obedience Trial
5 October New Members Night
7 December Last night of training for 2010
TUESDAY 14 DECEMBER Christmas Party
Hello to 2011 Training starts again on Tuesday 25 January

DATES TO
REMEMBER
FOR 2010

2010 Interclub Challenge Blacktown takes Gold & Silver

For the second year running we won the day - a day where teams from Dog Training Clubs all over Sydney, Newcastle 

and Illawarra compete to find out who is the best of the best. 21 Clubs, 43 teams, 134 bitches, 125 dogs and 

1 winner - Blacktown! 

WANTED Friday 13 August at 7pm
Triallers and their dogs to attend the Instructors Exam Night, Level 2.
Where: Dogs NSW Canine Complex, Luddenham.
They are looking for 4 Open Dogs, 4 UD Dogs and 4 UDX Dogs.
Free Supper!
If interested please see Ron 
or phone Ron on 9622 1783



Winners are grinners. 
From far left - Team members, the 3
Amigos who huddled over their computer
all day to score the event, Trial Secretary Jan (who
had nothing to do except bake a cake to celebrate our
50th Anniversary) and far right Blacktown Base Camp where
some anticipated victory rather early in the day.

And in the spirit of the occasion, Manly Club and Hills District Club (who came 3rd)
have written to congratulate us on a great day that they thoroughly enjoyed.

So, next year we will host it again - so get your training skates on and be a winner. 

The 16th Interclub Challenge
was hosted by Blacktown Kennel & Training Club Inc, on Saturday, 24 July
2010. This is a prestigous event and we had much pleasure in hosting this
event this year. We are happy to announce that Blacktown won this
event again this year, and as a result, we will be hosting this event again
next year.

Congratulations to not only the winning team but also to all the
members who competed  in the six teams representing Blacktown Kennel
& Training Club Inc.

Our teams came 1st, 2nd, 6th, 7th, 8th & 14th out of 43 teams
competing. What an excellent result!

I would like to thank my wife, Jan for organising this event in her
position as Trial Secretary, Maryanne Fazekas for organising the teams,
Maureen Frost who compiled the catalogue, Lyn & Wayne Mansfield who
did the computerised scoring of the event, and the members of the club
who stewarded for us. I would also like to thank John & Marie for
running the catering stall. They had a very successful day, with record
breaking sales.

Thank you so much to everyone involved in the smooth
running of this event.

Regards,
Ron Probert.

Top: 1st place Dog Wizards
Bottom: 2nd place K9 Avengers



Office Bearer Nominations for 2010/2011
Nominations received by the closing date are:
PRESIDENT 1 Position Ron Probert
VICE PRESIDENTS 2 Positions Ian Olsen And Peter Guenther
SECRETARY 1 Position Marianne Read
ASSISTANT SECRETARY 1 Position
TREASURER 1 Position Kevin Speed
CHIEF INSTRUCTOR 1 Position Jan Baker
GROUND SUPERVISOR 1 Position
GROUND SECRETARY 1 Position Jan Probert
PUBLICITY OFFICER 1 Position Ngaire Chant
COMMITTEE 7 Positions Jan Probert  Barbara McKittrick, Rika Yoshino, Betty Stepkovich, 

Linda Olsen, Sylvia Clark, Lyn Mansfield
PATRONS 2 Positions
AUDITOR 1 Position
SHOW SECRETARY 1 Position Lyn Mansfield
TRIAL SECRETARY 1 Position Jan Probert

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Wednesday 1 September 2010 starting at 8.00 pm

TRIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT
I am pleased to report that we had an extremely successful trial on Sunday, 20th June, 2010.  We had a great entry of 183 dogs
and bitches and the weather was perfect.

I would like to thank the large number of club members who turned up to set up the rings, steward and run the catering stall.  I
was truly surprised at the number of members who helped out, too many to list individually.  We couldn’t have run the trial
without your collective help.  Thankyou so much to all those members.

Quite a few of our members and their dogs had a successful day, qualifying in their rings. The following is a list of their
achievements:-

Community Companion Dog Tony Saunders & “Molly” 2nd place in CCD 93 pts
Sheryl Lindsay & “Howzat” Qualified 84 pts

Novice Dennis Cattell & “Buddy” Just missed out on 3rd
place on a count back 180 pts

Len Amos & “Brandy” 2nd place in Novice 182 pts

Open Tony Saunders & “Icey” Just missed out on 2nd & 3rd
place on a count back. 194 pts

Reegan Rollings & “Kelly” Qualified 185 pts
Joan Schmid & “Pippa” Qualified 190 pts

UD Kim Lindsay & “Bullet” 1st in UD and her UD title179 pts.

The winner of the “Highest Scoring Club Member” trophy was Tony Saunders with Yellowfetch Icey U See. CDX. (Icey).
Once again, thankyou to everyone for your help.

Jan Probert, Trial Secretary



June Obedience Trial
Sometimes we walk, run fetch...

APPLICATION FOR POSTAL VOTE 2010/2011
Applications for Postal Votes MUST be received by the Secretary No later than 7.45pm Wednesday 11 August 2010

I wish to apply for a Postal Vote for the forthcoming election of Office Bearers and Committee of the Blacktown
Kennel & Training Club Inc.

NAME(S) ———————————————————————————————————————————

POSTAL ADDRESS ——————————————————————————————————————————

SUBURB ———————————————————————————————————————————

MEMBER(S) SIGNATURE(S)   —————————————————————————————————————-

PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO THE SECRETARY - MARIANNE READ
10 MEMA PLACE, QUAKERS HILL NSW 2763

NO LATER THAN 7.45PM WEDNESDAY 11TH AUGUST, 2010
Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope

CADY THE FIERY! 

On our way home from the office a few
weeks agog we were discussing the story in the on

line news that day about the Lab that had alerted the
residents of a hotel to a fire. Little did we know that within 12 hours

we would have our own story to tell.

At about 5:20am the next morning I was awoken by our Pointer, Cady, barking and
bumbling around the bedroom. Three quarters asleep I chased her back to her bed.

However she persisted. On the third occasion my partner Karen stirred, and immediately
smelt smoke.

Jumping out of bed we found that a power distribution board under our bed had
caught fire and we well alight. With flames, over 100mm high coming out of the
top of the board it was only minutes and the bedding would have become involved
with the obvious possible threat to both of us. The real point here is that none of
the high tech hardwired smoke detectors went off, even when the bedroom door
was opened and smoke and fumes billowed out over the detector directly outside
the door.

I do not believe that it is an exaggeration to say that Cady Dog saved, if not our
lives, then saved us from almost certain serious injury. We have always adored our
special girl and all her idiosyncrasies but we never thought that we would have
owed her such a debt of gratitude.

I guess the bottom line is one neurotic, obsessive Pointer makes a much more
reliable and cuddly lifesaver than the high tech smoke detectors.

John Suhle



HEEL WORK WHEN YOU ARE TRIALLING
consistency ... consistency ... consistency ... consistency

Heel Work
Competition heel work relies on consistent foot work to display the
desired gentleness and smoothness of teamwork between handler
and dog. The handler relies on the dog sitting smartly at each halt.
The dog relies on the handler for  consistent pace, direction and cue
to perform quickly and accurately.

Sit
1  To teach correct automatic sit - the signal to sit must be given
before legs are parallel.

2 Handler should always bring right foot smartly up to left foot.
This ensures a very fast response.
The dog becomes quickly conditioned and the automatic sit
develops straight and fast.

Forward
Dogs learn very quickly if a signal (left hand forward) is coupled
with the command HEEL followed with the additional signal left
foot (closest to dog) forward. This gives us 3 clues to ensure the dog
will rise smartly from the sit position and move shoulder parallel
with the handler’s left leg. With correct reinforcement and
conditioning, a smart rise and move forward is learnt quickly by the
dog and becomes established behaviour.

Stay
In contrast to come with me forward HEEL - stay must be clearly
different.

The right hand moves directly towards the dog in a blocking motion
as the right foot moves forward first.

This is clearly different from heel with me. Dogs quickly understand,
allowing positive reinforcement.

Down
The command to down or drop is given as left leg of handler
touches down - the right above the dog’s head in a downward
motion (fingers tight).
Signal and command are given simultaneously then right leg
completes the halt. 

Stand
The clearest signal for a dog to understand is a left hand black
coupled with the word STAND performed as the handler’s left leg is
moving forward. Positive reinforcement as the right foot completes
the halt ensures that the dog will learn that stand is different to sit.



TOPDOG

and the June 2010 Obedience Trial winners are...
some of

June Obedience Trial
Here come the judges...



BONES

MAY
Michelle Klomp & “Max”
Wendy & “Cindy” X 2
Daniel Lewis & “Dusty”
Jessica Townsend & “Spencer”
Alison Battin & “Tank”
Riki Halliwell & “Charlie” X 2
Gary de Bruyn & “Kelly”
Kay Murphey & “Ruby”
Tim Peacock &  “Lilly” X 2
Blanka & “Brandee” X 2
Karen & “Cady”
Stephen & “Zena”
Carlton & “Oscar”
Sarah & “Sasha” X 2
Sam & “Zack”
Susanna Dumbrell & “Kelly”
Peter Perez & “Axe”
Stephen & “Cayless”
Amanda O’Donnell & “Sam”
Andrew Cheong & “Gus”
Jovita & “Rusty”
Danni & “Cindy”
Karen & “Bell”
Marie Miller & “Tayla”
Vanessa Cavanagh & “Fastie”

AND THE WINNER IS 
STEPHEN & “ZENA”

JUNE
Kathy & “Lucy”
Rebekah & “Emmy”
Lee Morris & “Cotto” X 2
Pete Scerri & “Benji”
Kim Coote & “Tilly” X 2
Lyall Richardson & “Ben”
Alison & “Tank”
Marie Miller & “Tayla”
Peter Perez & “Axe”
Jim & “Pixie”
Melissa Freeman & “Bear”
Paul Cole & “Lucky”
Gary Hewitt & “Honey”2
Mek & “Ruben” X 2
Margaret & “Lilly”
Peta Leggett & “Jet” X 2
Darren & Maddie”
Johanne & “Buddy” X 2
Lyn Pearce & “Mr. Darcy” X 2
Julie Eggenhuizen & “Gidgee”
Maree & “Rambo”
Andrew & “Gus”
Tania Weston & “Zues” X 2
Stephen & “Zena”
J. Kitcheman & “Zara”
Michael & “Jose”
Carlton & “Oscar”
Brad & “Merlin”
Phil Ebbott & “Karl Barx”
Greg Borys & “Mia” X 2
Robert & “Keira”
Barbara & “Velvet”
Kathleen O’Sullivan & “Krissy”
Lara & “Sunshine”

AND THE WINNER IS 
MEK & “RUBEN”

WHITE TO ORANGE
1/6 Doug & “Dolly”
1/6 Yolinda & “Jim”
1/6 Antoinette & Carlton & “Oscar”
1/6 Weng & Andrew & “Gus”
1/6 Mihail & Maria & “Zack”
8/6 Tony & “Jasper”
8/6 Riki & “Charlie”
8/6 Gary & “Kelly”
29/6 Beth & “Jasper”
6/7 Jannelle & “Maxie”
6/7 Peter & “Benji”
6/7 Lee & “Cotto”
6/7 Michelle & “Hugo”
13/7 Camilla & “Shara”
13/7 Cathie & “Phoebe”
13/7 Hayley & “Hugo”
13/7 Rebekah & “Emmy”
13/7 Michael & “Jose”
13/7 Marilyn & “Oscar”
13/7 Andreea & “Ziggy”
13/7 Brad & “Merlin”

ORANGE TO GREEN
1/6 Greg & “Mai”
1/6 Rebecca & “Zoe”
1/6 Sharon & “Riley”
1/6 Maredith & “Hooch”
8/6 Stephen & “Zena”
20/7 Mek & “ Ruben”
20/7 Jovita & “Rusty”

GREEN TO BLUE
13/7 Sam & “Zack”
13/7 Paul & “Lucky”

BLUE TO YELLOW
8/6 John & “Lizzie”
22/6 Bernadette & “Chloe”
6/7 Melissa & “Bear”
6/7 Wendy & “Cindy”

YELLOW TO RED

BONE AWARD

PROMOTIONS



Fate and Digger, puppy, who is her “son”.
Best Baby in Group at Sutherland Kennel &
Training Club (17th July) Judge: Mr W
Crozier NSW.

SHOW RESULTS

TRIAL RESULTS

P

John Clifton and Gypsy won their CCD title at
Deer Bush on 26 June.

Len Amos and Brandy won their CD title at
Blacktown on 20 June.

They have also got 2 passes on thier way to
their Novice title.

Rita Thompson and Bella gained 1st place in
the CCD ring on 30 May.



HEALTH MATTERS

A few weeks ago, the doting owner of two young lab mixes purchased
Cocoa Mulch from Target to use in their garden. The dogs loved the way it
smelled and it was advertised to keep cats away from their garden. Their
dog, Calypso decided the mulch smelled good enough to eat and devoured
a large helping.  

She vomited a few times which was typical when she eats something new
but wasn't acting lethargic in any way. The next day, Mum woke up and
took Calypso out for her morning walk. Halfway through the walk, she
had a seizure and died instantly.   

Although the mulch had NO warnings printed on the label, upon further
investigation on the company's web site, “This product is HIGHLY
TOXIC to dogs and cats.” 

Cocoa Mulch is manufactured by Hershey's, and they claim that "It is
true that studies have shown that 50% of the dogs that eat Cocoa
Mulch can suffer physical harm to a variety of degrees (depending on each individual
dog).  However, 98% of all dogs won't eat it." 

Snopes.com gives the following information: (http://www.snopes.com/critters/crusader/cocoamulch)

“ Cocoa Mulch contains a lethal ingredient called  'Theobromine'. It is lethal to dogs and cats. It smells like
chocolate and it really attracts dogs. They will ingest this stuff and die. Several deaths already occurred in the last
2-3  weeks. 

Theobromine is in all chocolate, especially dark or baker's chocolate which is toxic to dogs. Cocoa bean shells
contain potentially toxic quantities of theobromine, a xanthine compound similar in effects to caffeine and
theophylline.  

A dog that  ingested a lethal quantity of garden mulch made from cocoa bean  shells developed severe
convulsions and died 17 hours later.  Analysis of the stomach contents and the ingested cacao bean shells revealed
the presence of lethal amounts of theobromine.   

Never let your dog eat mulch of any kind as you cannot be sure of what chemicals are in it that are lethal to dogs.

Also, never give your dog chocolate. Some dogs may be fine in small quantities, but many are not and the
chemical, Theobromine, in the chocolate can kill.

Tuesday night training Ground Rules
✓ Please ensure you have a suitable collar and lead for your dog when attending training.

There have been some incidents of dogs slipping their collars or simply snapping their leads. 
If you have any questions talk to your Instructor. They are there to help you.

✓ Dogs MUST be kept on a lead at ALL TIMES unless your Instructor instructs otherwise.

This is for your safety, as well as others.

✓ Please clean up after your dog. Keep one or two doggy bags in your pocket just in case.

Doggy bags can be obtained at the canteen.

✓ Keep the equipment clean - make sure your dog does not urinate on the witches hats used for class assembly at
training.

✓ Bitches in Season are NOT allowed on the grounds. 
Please leave the girls at home for the duration of the season as it upsets the male dogs.

Canteen service for you and your dog
A Canteen service is available on Tuesday nights at training. We offer everything from a
hot cuppa to chips, lollies and drinks. 

There are even treats for your dogs. We also sell leads and Collars. Check chains & soft
collars.  Come and meet the Team, there is Jan, Ian, Rika & Sylvia. They are friendly and
helpful and will help you with anything you would like to buy. Also any Information you

want to know. 

So before or after training come and say hello.



 

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
  

   

 

 
 



 

 

 

BLACKTOWN KENNEL & TRAINING CLUB INC 

PPOINT SCORE COMPETITION 
QUALIFICATIONS AND RULES 

 
Each year the Club has a point score and achievement award open to all obedience dogs who have competed in trials.  If 
you qualify in accordance with the scores listed below, please send results to: 

THE TRIAL SECRETARY, Jan Probert:   16 Sylvia Street, Blacktown   NSW   2148 
 
All results MUST be received by 31st October.  Entry forms are on the opposite page. 
 
To qualify, all passes must be obtained between 1st November of the preceding year up to 31st October of the current 
year. 
 
ALSO:   THE CLUB AWARDS A TROPHY* FOR ANY TITLE GAINED DURING THE PRECEDING YEAR FOR BREED AND 
OBEDIENCE.   THESE AWARDS ARE GIVEN AT OUR CHRISTMAS PARTY. 
 
IMPORTANT*  In order to be eligible for a Club Trophy for Breed and Obedience titles, you must attend training classes at 

requirements will only be awarded a trophy at the discretion of the Committee. 
 
The Club also awards Gold, Silver or Bronze Medallions for Point Scores.   Current requirements are as follows: 

THIS COMPETITION IS OPEN TO ALL DOGS OF BOTH REGISTERS 

 SCORE TOTAL MEDAL  

C.C.D. MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 80 240 to 254 BRONZE Best THREE 

 

 

MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 85 255 to 269 SILVER results only 

 

 

MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 90 270 to 300 GOLD will apply 

 

 

    

NOVICE MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 175 525 to 539 BRONZE Best THREE 

 

 

MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 180 540 to 554 SILVER results only 

 

 

MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 185 555 to 600 GOLD will apply 

 

 

    

OPEN MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 175 1225 to 1259 BRONZE Best SEVEN 

 

 

MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 180 1260 to 1294 SILVER results only 

 

 

MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 185 1295 to 1400 GOLD will apply 

 

 

    

U.D. MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 175 875 to 899 BRONZE Best FIVE 

 

 

MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 180 900 to 924 SILVER results only 

 

 

MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 185 925 to 1000 GOLD will apply 

 

 

    

U.D.X. MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 175 525 to 539 BRONZE Best THREE 

 

 

MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 180 540 to 554 SILVER results only 

 MIN. AVERAGE SCORE 185 555 to 600 GOLD will apply 





Thank you Jan (Trial Secretary)
& everyone who helped at the Obedience Trial - you made it fabulous!

(and my apologies to anyone who helped whose picture I missed. Editor) 


